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Knights of Saint John, from whom it was
wrested in the latter year by the Turks. The
present capital is Kastro.
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CECIL RHODES
RHODES, cecil john (1853-1902) a
South African statesman, known as the Em-
pire Builder, was born at Bishop Stortford,
England. After attending gram roar school,
he was sent in 1870 to Natal, South Africa,
for his health. The next year he went to
Kimberley, where he became interested in the
diamond mines, and within two years amassed
ft fortune. Having
recovered his health
he returned to Eng-
land and entered
Oriel College, Ox-
ford, in 1876, and
was graduated in
1881, spending only
half of each year at
the college. In
1880 Rhodes en-
tered the Cape
Parliament, and be-
gan his efforts to
extend British im-
perial authority in South Africa, a purpose
to which he devoted the remainder of his life.
In 1884, through his efforts, Bechuanaland
was annexed to the British possessions, and
four years later he secured from the Matabele
the territory now forming Rhodesia. The
British South African Company was placed
in charge of this territory. Rhodes was head
of the company and devoted much of his pri-
vate fortune to developing the territory.
In 1890 Rhodes became premier of Cape
Colony, and while in this position he pro-
jected the Cape-to-Cairo Railway. His ag-
gressive measures in the interest of the em-
pire brought him into conflict with the Boers,
or Dutch settlers of the Transvaal, which led
to the South African War. After the Jame-
son Raid in 1895, Rhodes resigned as pre-
mier and went to Rhodesia. He was at Kim-
berley during the war and aided in the de-
fense of the city. He died before the treaty
of peace was signed.
During his life Rhodes was the most prom-
inent figure in British South Africa, and the
movements which be fostered laid the founda-
tion for the Union of South Africa, formed
in 1909. The most remarkable feature of his
will was the provision for maintaining a
number of students from each of the British
colonies, the United States and Germany at
 Oxford     University.       See   cape-to-cairo
railway; rhodes scholarships.
RHODESIA, ro de'zi a, a British protec-
torate in South Africa, extending from the
Transvaal province on the south to the Bel-
gian Congo and what was formerly German
East Africa on the north. It is bounded on
the east by the former German territory,
Nyasaland and Portuguese East Africa, and
on the west by the Congo state, Portuguese
West Africa and Bechuanaland. The entire
protectorate has an area of about 440,000
square miles, making it about four times the
size of Colorado. The Zambezi River divides
Rhodesia into two parts, that part north of
the river being known as Northern Rhodesia
and that south of it as Southern Rhodesia.
Northern Rhodesia. Northero Rhodesia
has an area of 291,000 square miles, and a
population of 10,530 Europeans and 1,382,-
700 natives; most of the latter are Bantus.
The territory is divided into ten administra-
tive districts. The administrative headquar-
ters are at Livingstone: the other important
towns are Fort Jameson, Fife, Abercorn
Fort Rosebery and Broken Hill.
The country is almost wholly an elevated
plateau, much of which is covered with light
forests, The soil is good, and the climate is
salubrious. Extensive tracts are well suited
for agriculture and grazing. The chief agri-
cultural products are corn, cotton, tobacco,
wheat, coffee, cattle, and hides. Large quan-
tities of rubber are also produced, and the
rubber trees are carefully protected. There is
plenty of timber for all local needs. The
chief minerals are gold, copper, zinc and
lead. Coal measures have been discovered.
Southern Bhodesia. Southern Rhodesia
lias an area of 150,344 square miles and a
population of about 53,000 Europeans, 1,-
155,000 natives and about 4,550 Asiatics. The
chief towns and Salisbury, the capital of
Southern Rhodesia; Bulawayo, Victoria, Um-
tali and Gwelo. For the purpose of admin-
istration it is divided into two districts—
Mashonaland and Matabeleland. Both soil
and climate are well suited to agriculture and
grazing, and raising of live stock is an im-
portant industry. The Europeans have more
than 260,000 acres and the natives 21,000,-
000 acres under cultivation. The chief crops
are corn and other cereals, vegetables, fruits,
Kafir corn, tobacco and cotton.
The territory is rich in minerals, and in
1933, about $20,000,000 worth of gold was

